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Bi BALEOUR, ARTHUR JAMES, EARL OF 132 


tradition of interest in the Zionist movement. Robcñt 
‘Arthur Lytton 3rd Earl of Balfour (1902-1969), his nephewe 
supported *Youth Aliyah. In 1939 he offered the family 
estate and home, Whittingeham, Lo à Jewish commiltee 
as a training school for refugee boys and girls from 
Germany. Balfour's niece and biographer Blanche Dug- 
dale worked in the political department of the Jewish 
Agency in London as a close colliborator of Chaim 
Weizmunn 

Bibliography: B. Dugdale, 4 /. Balfour, 2 Vols. (1939): Ki 
Young, 4.7. Balfour (1963); L.Stem, Balfour Derlaration (1961). 
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BALFOUR DECLARATION, British declaration of 
Simpathy with, declaration was 
Énrenend fo Le Rethel lames 
“Bafôur, in his capacity as foreign secretary, Mahé 
éllowing letter, dated November 2, 1917, and made publ 
a week later: 


CE 


Jorsun office 
Bovember 26, 1917, 


Dess Lord notasont 14, 
1 nav men plessure 4n conveyins 40 you, on 

waba1£ of Ha nÿentyle Gotertment, te foLioring 

cecaretton of mympes with destan 240: 

pie ben boen eubmt td 10, und app 


GE  mattena1 Roms fer to 
Jevieh people, /apd HALL us their best endeavoure to 
Hack11 vite fe mebioviment of Mis object, 4e eine 
alreriy underptobe fret nothing anal de done w1eh 
map projuéios 4 hri1 end religions rignte ef 
ériatiag men-Jeviah cœmnttiua in Paléntine, er the 
rsshte end politicnl status enjoyet by eve in any 
fever somteys. 

L'abgué be gsterul 22 you wealé vring unis 

Aecisration ho the Enorietge of tbe Z10m18t Padsration, 


JR 
Fit The Blu Decrian, son nie Bts Muss, 
Mae 


Bulfour's name has been associated with the Declaration, 
as he warmly advocated it; but the final decision rested with 


the war cabinet, which gave its approval as a considered act //strengthen Great Britain's posi 


Mage of the Great Powers, Gr Bi part 
World War--shown_in_2.praetionl- Smpathetic 


of polie, 


intérèsl in the Zionist movement. This was evidenced by the 
gonsideration given in 1902 to Herzl request for facilities 
for Jewish Colpnization in the Sinai Peninsula (*El Arish). 
and bÿ the offer, in 1903, of a tract of land for an 
aütonomous Jewish seitlment, under Zionist auspices, in 
Bétish East Africa (*Uganda Scheme). Though nothing 
\ came of these projetts, British contacts with the Zionist 
“Organization before the war form par of he background 
1bthe Balfour Declaration. At the outbreak Q£ war 1914, 
one -oF the members of Asquith's cabiñet was Herbert 
“Samuel. Though he had never made if Khown, he was in 
sÿmpathÿ With the Zionist movement. When Turkey 
enteredithe war gn the side of the Central Powers, Samuel 


at once began advocating the idea hat Great Britain and 
the Jews had a common interest in the. detachment. of 
Palestine from the Turkish Empire, and that Britain should 
encourage Zionist aspirations. The foreig secretary Sir 
Edward Grey showed some interest in Sumuel's ideas, 
which, from the outset, had à strong appeal 10 another 
feuding member of the Asquih government, Lloyd 
George l 

Verÿ early in the war, Chaim *Weizmann ‘already à 
prominent, though not Vet à commahding, figuré in the 
World Zionist Movement, had begun what Ie described as 
à political reconnaissance, Starting from the same prémises 
as Samuel, he Jikewise became convinced that Great Brain 
and the Zionists were natural alles. In September 1914 he 
engaged the interest of C. P. "Scout, the influential editor of 
the Manchester Guardian and à close’ personal friend of 
Lloyd George. Through Scott, Weizmann was brought into 
contact with Samuel in December 1914 and discovered that 
Samuel's views were substantially identical with his Gun. In 
uary 1915 Samuel arranged for him 10 meet Lioÿd 

e. Weizmann was further encauraged by receiving an 
of sympathy with the Zionist cause from the 
ex-primayninister Balfour, on whom he had made a lastins 
impression in an interview in 1906. Welemann's scientific 
gifis emabilg him to render important services Lo the 
Admiralty ad the Ministry of Munitions; these brought 
him to the noce of Lloyd Gorge, who became ministér of 
munitions in Me spring of 1915. Thev also kept him in 
contact with Bdjfour who, about the same time, joined the 
Asquith cabinel|as frst lord of the admiraliy. In 1915-16 
Weizmann interested leading public figures, among them 
Lord Robert Cefil, in Zionist associations. In his talks with 
them he laid th£ foundation af opinion favorable 1o the 
Zionist cause wilen it was later brought inio Lhe sphere of 
practical politicl, At the end of 1914 Weizmann's efforts 
had been strenglhened by the arrival in London of Nahum 
*Sokolow who] unlike Weizmann, had (he status and 
authority. of a {member of the Ziônist executive. In 1917 
Sokolow playef a prominent part in the events leading Lo 
the Balfour Declaration, exercising during that decisive 
year an impo/tant influence in contaëts and negouations 
and undertaing missions to Paris and Rome, where: his 
diplomatic lents were used Lo the marked'advantage of 
te Zianist fause. 

The Zignists gained an important supporter carly in 
1916, whef Samuel attracted the interesL of Sir Mark SYkes, 
one of th£ government's most influential advisers on eastern 
affairs. Bykes’ education in Zionism was continued by 
his cotacts with Moses *Gaster and, later in 1916, with 
Aaroñ *Auronsohn. He believed that it was essential 
for Great Britain to establish a firm foothold in Palestine 
And that an understanding with the Zionists could help to 
nas à partner in the 
Anglo-French condominium in Palestine envisaged by the 
*Sykes-Picot Agreement of May 1916. From other quarters 
the government hd been advised that an appeal 10 Zionist 
sentiment might be an effective means Of enlisting the 
sympathy of American Jews, Who, mainly because/of their 
antipathy for Czarist Russia, were inclined, on the whèles{o 
Look coldly on the Allied caüsë, In the spring of 1916 Grèy 
had gofe so far as to suggest 19 the French and'Ruséian 
governments, but withaut success, that the Allies should 
jointly issue à declaration pledging them: Lo take Zionist 
aspirations: in Palestine Into account in the: postwar 
settlement, 

By tie end of 1916 the combined efforts of Weizmann 
and Samuel, energetically seconded by C.P. Scott, resulted 
in the emergence in the inner circle of policy makers of an 
influential body of opinion among ihe circle favorably 
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